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Journey of Faith - Life from Holy Mass - with Monsignor Daniel McHugh 
 
Hello, I am Monsignor Daniel McHugh.  
 
One of the “happier” outcomes of the Pandemic has been the recognition of the 
importance of “ordinary” workers to the life and wellbeing of society.  I refer to the fact 
that people who can so often be taken for granted – carers, bus drivers, shop assistants, 
cleaners, refuse collectors, maintenance people – have suddenly become declared a part 
of the “foundational economy”, essential/key workers.   
 
I like to think that they feel they have been given a boost.  Certainly, I’ve noticed happy 
smiles on those who serve me at Waitrose and Tesco!  The celebration of St Joseph the 
Worker which came into being on the Calendar of the Church only in 1955 at the time of 
the Venerable Pope Pius XII, was meant to convey to “workers” that their role in the 
world at whatever level is important in God’s plan.   
 
It wasn’t that St Joseph, the Foster Father of Jesus, wasn’t recognized for his importance 
in the history of our salvation, as the one who shared with Our Lady, the bringing up of 
Jesus, the Son of God, but at a time of crisis a particular aspect of his role came to the 
fore, as has the role of “key workers” in the Pandemic.   
 
The 1950s, as many in the older generation will recall, was when the power of atheistic 
communism especially in the Soviet Union, with its focus on the “workers”, was in the 
ascendency.  Italy itself was in danger, as they say, of going “Communist”.  It was 
important that the working class saw that the Church cared for them, that their work 
mattered.  Hence the creation of the memorial of St Joseph the Worker: he was a 
“carpenter” we are told in St Matthew’s Gospel, and it would be from Joseph that Jesus 
Himself would have learned this trade as the beautiful 17th Century painting by Georges 
de La Tour depicts in the background to this Podcast.   
 
When I started Parish work in 1968 I was fortunate to be given the opportunity to start 
a branch of the Young Christian Worker Movement which was founded by Father Joseph 
Cardijn in Belgium to connect young working class people to the Church and to the 
Gospel.  He famously said: “Each young worker is worth more than all the gold in the 
world…because they are sons and daughters of God.”  The movement he founded is now 
in 60 countries across the world.  St Joseph the Worker is their model, the one who 
teaches us that our work has the potential to participate in the creative work of God, to 
bring it to fulfilment, to give it authentic human value, when it is done with love.   
 
With this Festival of Work the Church recognizes its value and blesses it.  At the same 
time, in its teaching on work especially in the Social Encyclicals of the Church, the 
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Church seeks to impact on the world of working, arguing for justice for the working 
class.  It is not enough to clap for the workers, as we did in the Pandemic, we must also 
seek to ensure that they have a fair wage and are able to look after their families.   
 
Pope Francis has shone the light on St Joseph in another way recently and that is as 
Father of the Family in Nazareth and more widely as Father of the Church Family, in the 
Year of St Joseph.  In his Apostolic letter “With a Father’s Heart” he said he launched this 
“so that every member of the Faithful, following (St Joseph’s) example, may strengthen 
their life of Faith daily in the complete fulfilment of God’s will.”  Not a lot is said of Joseph 
in the Gospels, but what is there, is very powerful for the family and the Church.  
 
The reading is taken from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians Chapter 3: 14-15; 17; 23-
24 a choice for the Memorial. 
 
The Prayer: the Collect for the Mass 1st May.         
 
Thank you for listening.  You can find more Podcasts from the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham on www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/podcasts  
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